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ANNUAL  REPORT,  1937. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Worsborough  Urban  District  Council. 


Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

We  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  conditions  of  your  District  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1937. 


Your  Obedient  Servants, 

H.  A.  L.  BANHAM, 

(M.O.H.  till  30th  June,  1937). 

J.  H.  RITCHIE 

(M.O.H.  from  1st  July,  1937). 


General  Statistics. 

The  Area  of  the  District  is  3,6l3  acres. 

The  Population  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  is 
13,190,  on  which  our  Birth  and  Death  Rates  are  calculated. 

Population  (Census  1931),  12,490. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1931),  3,024. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1937),  3,618. 

Rateable  Value  £42,495. 

Sum  represented  by  a  peniny  rate  £165. 

The  Social  conditions  are  the  same  as  stated  in  previous 
reports. 

Coal  Mining  is  still  the  principal  occupation  of  the 
male  population. 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


According  to  Registrar  General’s  figures: — 

Total  Live  Births  in  the  District — 272  (137  males,  135  females). 

Legitimate — 133  males,  127  females. 

Illegitimate — 4  males,  8  females. 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population — 20.62. 

Still  Births — 15  (8  males,  7  females)  all  legitimate. 

Still  Birth  Rate — 1.13. 

Live  and  Still  Birth  Rate  for  the  year — 21.75. 

Deaths  of  all  ages — 133  (69  males,  64  females). 

Death  Rate  for  the  year — 10.08. 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  for  the  year — 12.29. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  0.  Rate  per  1,000  live  &  still  births  00.00 
Other  Puerperal  1.  Rate  per  1,000  live  &  still  births  3.48 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year — 

Total  19  (10  males,  9  females),  all  legitimate. 

Infantile  mortality  rate  for  the  year  per  1,000  live  births:  69.85 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  23 

Deaths  from  Measles  .  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  1 


England  and  Wales. 


1935 

1936 

1937 

Death  Rate 

11.7  ... 

12.1 

12.4 

Birth  Rate 

14.7 

.  14.8 

...  14.9 

Infantile  Mortality 

Rate . 

57 

..  59 

...  58 

Worsborough 

District. 

1935 

1936 

1937 

Death  Rate 

10.29  ... 

.  10.28 

10.08 

Birth  Rate 

20.06 

22.33 

...  20.62 

Infantile  Mortality 

Rate  . 

53.23 

...  51.02  .. 

...  69.85 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1937. 


Influenza  .  .  . 

Males 

.  4 

Females 

4 

Encephalitis  Lethargica . 

.  1 

— 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

.  5 

1 

Other  Tuberculosis  . 

.  2 

— 

General  Paralysis  . 

.  1 

— 

Cancer 

.  11 

12 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . 

.  1 

3 

Heart  Disease  .  . . 

.  10 

15 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

.  3 

3 

Pneumonia  .  . 

.  9 

1 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

.  2 

0 

Diarrhoea 

.  1 

— 

Appendicitis 

— 

1 

Other  Liver  Diseases  . 

— 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

— 

2 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  . 

.  1 

2 

Other  Puerperal  Diseases 

— 

1 

Congenital  Debility  &  Premature  Birth  7 

8 

Suicide  . 

1 

— 

Senility  . 

.  1 

— 

Other  Violences  . 

.  4 

3 

Other  Defined  Causes  . 

.  5 

6 

69  .  64 


Deaths  under  1  year. 


Under 

Under 

Under 

24  hours 

One  Week 

One  Year 

Total 

Male 

Fem. 

Male 

Fem. 

Male 

Fem. 

Atelectasis 

-  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

■  •  • 

1 

Congenital 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

Convulsions  ... 

,  ,  , 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Premature 

3 

2 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

8 

Fracture  of  Skull 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

»  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

1 

Tuberculous  Meningitis... 

,  ,  , 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Enteritis 

.  r  , 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Marasmus 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

3 

4 

8 

3 

4 

2 

19 
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Deaths  under  One  Year  in  the  Different  Areas. 


Worsbro’  Dale 

Worsboro’  Bridge 

Birdwell 

Blacker 

Hill 

Total 

4 

14 

1 

19 

Deaths  at  1 

35 

j 

year  and  upwards. 

41 

31 

7 

114 

Observations  on  Vital  Statistics. 

Our  Annual  Death  Rate  is  well  below  that  of  England  and 
Wales,  while  the  Birth  Rate  is  well  above.  Our  Death  Rate  is 
slightly  lower  than  last  year,  but  so  is  the  Birth  Rate. 

Referring  to  the  Causes  of  Death,  it  is  observed  that  Heart 
Disease  again  heads  the  list,  being  accountable  for  25.  The 
bulk  of  these  cases  are  old  people  in  whom  some  contributory 
cause  like  bronchitis  has  been  too  much  for  their  tired  hearts. 
Not  including  one  or*  two  cases  of  rheumatic  hearts  in  people 
in  their  thirties,  the  average  age  of  the  remainder  is  close  on 
70,  which  shows  that  wear-and-tear  is  perhaps  a  greater  con- 
tributary  cause  than  actual  disease. 

In  the  case  of  Cancer  among  the  females,  it  is  observed 
that  most  of  the  cases  occur  in  digestive  organs.  Only  one 
case  of  Cancer  of  the  Uterus  appears.  This  is  probably  due  to 
the  fact  that  in  our  district  post-natal  examinations  are  made 
routinely,  when  conditions  suggestive  of  early  cancer  may  be 
detected  and  these  cases  referred  for  early  operation. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  at  the  first  glance  is  alarmingly 
high,  but  a  careful  scrutiny  shows  that  14  of  the  total  19 
deaths  are  due  to  Prematurity  and  Congenital  Defects.  Of  the 
8  Premature  Deaths,  3  are  of  triplets.  Those  are  the  figures 
which  have  ,sent  Worsborough’s  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  soaring 
11.85  higher  than  that  for  the  rest  of  the  country.  Only  one 
death  is  due  to  Broncho-Pneumonia  and  one  to  Tubercular 
Meningitis.  Why  so  many  premature  births  should  occur  is 
not  easy  to  explain.  It  may  well  be  that  pre-natal  influences 
are  at  work  in  the  mother.  An  already  large  family  perhaps, 
and  the  worry  at  the  prospect  of  having  another  mouth  to  fill 
may  combine  to  cause  the  expect  ant  mother  to  neglect  her 
own  needs  and  suffer  from  malnutrition.  Overwork  and  malnu¬ 
trition  together  may  very  easily  cause  the  birth  to  be  premature. 
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The  question  which  arises  from  observing  this  very  high 
percentage  of  Infantile  Mortality  is  : — “  Are  we  doing  everything 
in  our  power  to  reduce  it.  ?  Much  is  certaiply  done  already  by 
the  County  Council,  but  in  our  opinion  the  best  scheme  to 
prevent  so  many  premature  births  is  one  whereby  a  Panel  of 
Home  Helps  is  appointed.  When  an  expectant  mother  is  ordered 
by  a  Clinic  Doctor  or  her  qwn  Docto,r  to  rest,  at  present  it 
is  most  'difficult  for  her  to,  obey  orders.  But  if  one  or  two, 
women  were  (appointed  to<  do|  the  work,  one  of  them  could  be 
sent  to  ido,  say,  a  days  washing  and  half  a  days  baking  in  order 
to  relieve  'the  mother  of  her  heaviest  work.  Possibly  the 
advisability  of  having  Home  Helps  may  even  now  be  under 
discussion  at  the  County  Hall,  but  it  is  our  firm  belief  that  this 
matter  is  <so  much  in  the  interest  of  our  community  that  we 
ought  not  to  wait  for  any  authority  to  act  but  to  inaugura/te  a 
scheme  of  our  own  as  a  side  line  of  the  Nursing  Association,  or 
even  as  a  separate  organisation  in  the  District. 


Good  use  of  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  continues  to  be 
made.  It  is  unfortunate  that  so  much  of  the  Health  Visitors 
time  is  taken  up  with  attending  Clinics  that  here  it  is  impossible 
for  the  same  nurses  to  see  the  babies  at  the  Clinic  and  visi\t 
the  backward  ones  in  their  homes.  On  the  whole  the  system 
which  exists  now  works  well,  but  it  is  a  pity  that  the  intimate 
personal  touch  should  be  lost  in  this  way. 


During  last  year  ^a  new  scheme  was  begun  whereby 
expectant  mothers  could  receive  ante-natal  care  from  their  family 
doctor,  if  they  preferred  that  to  attending  a  Clinic.  The 
arrangement  is  that  when  a  midwife  is  booked  she  asks  her 
patient  to  go  to  the  nearest  clinic  otr  to  her  own  Doctor.  t  If 
she  decides  on  the  former,  the  midwife  attends  the  clinic  with 
her  and  receives  any  special  orders  about  her  case,  from  the 
doctor  in  charge.  If  however,  the  decision  is  to  see  the  family 
doctor  the  midwife  issues  a  note  for  the  doctor.  This  note  is  in 
duplicate  and  one  copy  is  retained  at  County  Hall.  The  doctor 
is  expected  to  see  his  patient  for  a  general  medical  examination 
early  in  /her  pregnancy,  and  again  towards  the  end,  either  in  her 
own  home  or  at  his  surgery.  Full  advantage,  is  being  taken  of 
these  facilities  in  this  district. 


Last  winter  Dr.  Ritchie  gave  lectures  in  all  parts  of  the 
district — Worsborough  Dale,  ,Blacker  Hill  and  Birdwell — six 
lectures  in  all,  drawing  attention  to  the  Health  Services  and 
describing  their  scope  and  value. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  necessity  for  Immunisation 
of  children  against  Diphtheria  was  brought  to  the  notice  of 
parents  and  teachers.  Everything  possible  was  done  to  make 
it  easy  for  the  children  to  have  this  done.  Dr.  Ritchie  attended 
at  the  Worsborough  Dale  Child  Welfare  Clinic  and  at  all 
the  schools  in  the  district.  It  was  also  possible  for  the  children 
to  receive  their  three  protective  doses  at  their  family  doctor’s 
surgery.  The  whole  population  was  circularised  and  also  some 
comments  made  in  the  local  press,  but  the  response  was  very 
disappointing.  Altogether  at  the  Clinic,  17  were  immunised, 
in  the  schools  91,  and  privately  24.  It  is  impossible  to  over 
estimate  the  value  of  this  protection,  and  yet,  although  it  has 
been  proved  time  after  time  that  properly  performed 
immunisation  prevents  children  from  getting  that  dread  disease 
Diphtheria,  time  and  again  parents  shut  their  eyes  to  proofs 
and  say  they  will  wait  till  an  epidemic  comes  along.  No  one 
can  predict  when  this  may  appear  in  a  district,  nor  can  its 
severity  be  foretold. 


General  Provisions  of  Health  Services. 

Hospitals. 

A.  (1)  Fever.  Arrangements  with  the  Wath,  Swinton  and 

District  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

(2)  Smallpox.  Arrangements  with  the  Wath,  Swinton  and 

District  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

B.  (1)  Tuberculosis.  Provided  by  the  County  Council. 

(2)  Maternity.  Nil. 

(3)  Children.  Nil. 

(4)  Other  Hospitals  not  supported  by  the  Council,  viz.: — 

Beckett  Hospital,  Barnsley,  and  the  Hospitals  at 
Sheffield  and  Leeds. 

No  institutional  provisions  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegiti¬ 
mate  infants,  and  homeless  children. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  Infectious  Diseases: — 

Arrangements  with  the  Wath,  Swinton  and  District  Joint 
Hospital  Board  to  remove  all  cases  to  hospital. 
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(b)  For  Accidents,  etc.,  and  Non-Inf ectious  Cases: — 

Motor  Ambulance  provided  by  the  Council. 

Particulars  supplied  by  the  Surveyor: — 

The  ambulance  was  out  on  295  days  and  807  patients  were 
carried.  The  number  of  miles  travelled  was  7,863  miles.  No 
charge  is  made  to  the  residents.  The  total  cost  for  the  past 
year  was  £310. 


Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Nature  of  Arrangements  in  the  District. 

(a)  General: — Private  Association  known  as  the  “  Cooper 
and  Worsboro’  District  Nursing  Association  ”  (partly  endowed) 
provides  two  qualified  Nurses  for  the  “  Necessitous  Poor  ”  for 
treatment  in  their  own  homes,  for  the  whole  District. 

During  the  year  the  Nurses  made  6,503  General  Visits  to 
patients  homes,  110  casual  visits  and  176  New  Cases  were 
treated.  Amongst  the  cases  treated  were  32  notifiable  and 
Public  Assistance  Cases,  to  which  1,149  visits  were  paid. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases  : — None. 

Midwives: — Controlled  by  the  County  Council. 

Laboratory  Facilities  : — Pathological  and  Bacteriological  Ex¬ 
aminations  are  carried  out  by  the  County  Council. 


List  and  Date  of  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-laws,  and  Local 
Regulations  in  force  in  the  District. 

Adopted. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  1889  .  1st  Nov.,  1890 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890  .  1st  Aug.,  1891 

The  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892  1st  Feb.,  1893 

Bye-laws  with  respect  to  New  Streets  and  Build¬ 
ings,  Paving  of  Back  Yards  and  Open  Spaces  6th  Oct.,  1923 

The  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1907  9th  Oct.,  1908 

Bye-laws  with  respect  to  Nuisances,  Slaughter¬ 
houses,  etc .  .  .  .  .  17th  Sept.,  1900 

Bye-laws  with  respect  to  Offensive  Trades  (Fish 

and  Chip  Frying  included) .  .  .  20th  Feb.,  1922 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


Water  Supply. 


The  main  water  supply  is  obtained  from  the  Barnsley 
Corporation  by  meter  and  is  then  distributed  throughout  the 
district  by  the  Council.  All  the  houses  are  on  Public  Supply 
with  the  exception  of  about  14  houses  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
district  and  these  obtain  their  supply  from  wells. 

During  the  year  on»e  complaint  was  received  regarding  the 
water.  This  came  from  Swaithe  Hall.,  situated  at  a  point  in  the 
district  at  which  the  pipe  lines  comes  to  an  end.  Complaint  of 
bad  taste  and  discolouration  was  made  and  upon  investigation  it 
was  thought  that  the  trouble  was  due  to  formation  of  sediment 
at  the  dead  end.  Samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  and  Bacteriologist  at  Wakefield,  and  the  report 
showed  that  there  was  no  pollution.  No  further  complaint  has 
been  made  , since. 

There  have  been  n,o  extensions  of  water  main  during  the 
year. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 


During  1937,  there  were  893  yards  of  new  sewer  laid  at 
Blacker  Hill. 

Three  houses  at  Blacker  Hill  which  were  drained  into  a 
sump  were  connected  to  the  sewer  when  the  new  Housing 
Estate  was  constructed  at  Blacker  Hill.  This  leaves  approxi¬ 
mately  97  houses  (including  farm  houses)  still  unconnected. 

The  Council  have  two  Sewage  Farms,  one  at  Birdwell  and 
one  at  Worsborough  Dale.  The  Sewage  is  treated  on  the 
Intermittent  Downward  Filtration  Principle,  in  conjunction 
with  Rotary  Sprinklers,  Sediment  and  Humus  Tanks.  ; 

One  new  Humus  Tank  has  been  constructed  duping  the  year 
and  there  is  at  present  no  shortage  of  works. 
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Closet  Accommodation. 


Extensive  improvements  have  been  made  during  the  year 
with  regard  to  the  conversion  of  unsatisfactory  closets. 

A  circular  letter  was  sent  to  owners  of  all  ducketts  and 
privies  within  the  district,  asking  them  to  convert  their  closets 
into  fresh  water  closets,  the  Council  being  of  the  opinion  that  the 
existing  accommodation  came  within  the  meaning  of  a  nuisance. 

The  response  to  this  letter  was  very  satisfactory  and  there 
are  still  many  cases  which,  although  they  have  not  yet  been 
converted,  the  owners  have  promised  to  do  iso  at  a  convenient 
moment. 


No.  of 
Privies  con¬ 
verted  into 
Water 

C  osets 
during  1937 

No.  of 

Waste  Water 
Closets  con¬ 
verted  into 
Water 
Closets 
during  1937 

No.  of 
Additional 
Closets 
provided  for 
Old 

Property 

No.  of 
Water 
Closets 
constructed 
for  New 
Houses 

No.  of  Closets  in  District 
at  end  of  year 

W.C.’s 

Waste 

W.C.’s 

Privies 

46 

117 

1 

74 

2,754 

164 

171 

Out  of  the  remaining  171  privies  there  are  approximately  60 
which  could  be  connected  to  the  sewer,  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
there  will  be  a  further  appreciable  reduction  in  the  near  future, 
with  regard  to  both  privies  and  ducketts. 


Scavenging. 

No  of  Ashpits  emptied  .  .  .  .  13,519 

No.  of  Dustbins  emptied  .  .  .  117,594 

No.  of  loads  removed  .  .  6,6ll| 

Deposited  on  land  .  .  .  .  3,512 

Deposited  on  tips  ....  .  .  3,099J 


The  total  cost  of  scavenging  for  the  year  was  £2,396. 

These  figures  show  an  increase  of  cost  and  work  on  last 
years  report.  ; 

There  were  emptied  142  ashpits  and  11,254  dust  bins  more 
than  last  year,  involving  a  difference  of  473  loads  and 
an  additional  cost  of  £120. 
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The  night  soil  is  deposited  on  farm  land  and  the  household 
refuse  on  tips.  Transport  consists  of  covered  motor  wagons 
and  two  horse  carts,  these  latter  retained  for  the  removal  of 
refuse  from  places  where  there  is  difficulty  of  access  for  the 
motor  lorries.  i 


It  is  anticipated  that  there  will  be  a  further  increase  of  work 
in  the  scavenging  department  and  the  provision  of  a  small 
destructor  cannot  be  too  strongly  recommended,  since 
the  question  of  condemned  offal  from  slaughterhouses  must  also 
be  dealt  with.  At  present,  this  material  is  buried  on  the  tip^ 
and  in  the  case  of  carcases  and  parts  of  same,  which  have  been 
condemned,  payment  is  made  for  destruction  in  a  neighbouring 
district.  The  provision  of  a  destructor  would  eliminate  these 
disadvantages  and  would  bring  the  whole  system  of  refuse 
disposal  to  a  more  satisfactory  basis. 


Another  matter  which,  as  Sanitary  Inspector,  I  would 
suggest  might  be  seriously  considered  on  sanitary  grounds, 
is  the  question  of  compelling  all  owners  of  dry  ashpits  to 
provide  dust-bins  in  lieu  of  ashpits.  This  power  would  appear 
to  be  given  to  Sanitary  Authorities  by  Section  75  of  the  new 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  reads  as  follows  : — 


“  A  local  Authority  who,  as  respects  their  district  or  any 
part  thereof,  have  undertaken  the  removal  of  house  refuse  may 
by  notice  require  the  owner  or  occupier  of  any  building  within 
the  district  or  as  the  case  may  be,  within  that  part  of  the 
district  to  provide  such  number  of  covered  dust-bins  for  the 
reception  of  house  refuse  of  such  material,  size  and  construction 
as  the  Authority  may  approve.” 


There  are  430  dry  ashpits  in  this  district  which  are  emptied 
at  intervals  of  two  and  three  weeks,  and  during  emptying 
operations,  especially  in  summer  time,  often  give  rise  to  a 
nuisance  caused  by  putrefying  matter  which  has  been  thrown 
into  the  ashpits. 


If  these  ashpits  were  demolished  and  dust-bins  provided, 
the  refuse  would  be  removed  weekly  without  any  nuisance  being 
caused  whatever,  and  the  extra  cost  of  scavenging  would  not 
be  materially  increased  thereby. 
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Nuisances  under  the  Public  health  Acts. 


No.  of  Notices 

No.  of 

served  by  Inspector 

Notices 

Total  No.  of  Inspections, 

134 

Complied 

with 

Informal 

Statutory 

Choked  drains,  gullies  etc... 

25 

24 

1 

25 

Smoke  Nuisance 

1 

I 

1 

1 

Inspection  Chamber. . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Water  Pipe  . . 

2 

2 

2 

Water  Cistern 

1 

1 

l 

Flooding 

1 

1 

1 

Water  Closet. . 

4 

4 

4 

Overcrowding 

4 

3 

I 

4 

Dirty  House  . . 

5 

4 

1 

4 

Deposit  of  Excreta  . . 

1 

1 

1 

Nuisance  from  Pigs  . . 

2 

2 

2 

Nuisance  from  Dogs. . 

3 

3 

3 

Builders’  Refuse 

1 

1 

1 

Water  Supply 

1 

1 

1 

Sink  Pipe 

3 

3 

3 

Wood  Lice 

3 

3 

• 

2 

Rats  . . 

3 

3 

3 

Sewage 

1 

1 

1 

Dust  Bin 

1 

1 

1 

Crickets 

1 

1 

1 

64 

61 

5 

61 

No.  of 
Inspection® 

CONDITIONS 

No. 

of  Bakehouses — 

On  Register 

3 

6 

Kept  in  clean  condition 

No. 

of  Offensive  Trades — 

(Fish  Frying  only) 
On  Register 

19 

38 

Complaint  made  regard¬ 
ing  1.  Remainder 

satisfactory 

No. 

of  Meat  Shops 

14 

28 

Kept  clean  &  satisfactory 

No. 

of  Slaughterhouses — 
On  Register 

11 

1100 

Generally  kept  in  clean 
condition 

No. 

of  Factories 

.  3 

3 

Satisfactory 

No. 

of  Workshops  ■ 

13 

13 

Satisfactory 

13 


Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 


There  are  no  Swimming  Baths  or  Pools  in  this  District, 
but  there  is  a  growing  demand  for  facilities  for  bathing. 


Smoke  Abatement. 

Observations  have  been  taken  several  times  throughout  the 
year  but  there  has  been  no  necessity  for  further  action  to  be 
taken. 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  complaint  of  the  pollution  of  any  Rivers  and  Streams 
has  been  received  during  the  year.  It  has  however,  been 
necessary  to  take  action  to  remove  silt,  etc.,  from  the  River 
Dove  in  order  to  prevent  flooding. 


Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928. 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  District  on  which  rag  flock 
is  manufactured,  used  or  sold. 


Burning  Spoil  Banks. 

The  Spoil  Banks  belonging  to  the  Barrow  Barnsley  Main 
Collieries  are  constantly  burning,  and  at  t  imes  emit  large 
quantities  of  smoke. 

Fortunately  there  are  no  houses  near  these  banks. 


The  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

During  the  year  15  new  cases  of  infestation  with  bed-bugs 
were  discovered.  Four  of  these  cases  were  Council  houses  and 
the  remaining  11  cases  were  private  houses.  Out  of  these  latter 
11,  9  were  found  as  a  result  of  tenants  being  removed  to  a 
Council  House. 
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In  these  9  cases,  the  furniture  of  the  tenants  concerned 
was  fumigated  with  Hydrogen  Cyanide  Gas  and  the  houses  left 
were  treated  with  a  Sulphur  Vapour  and  an  insecticide  spray — 
Zaldecyde — the  preliminary  stoving  being  followed  up  by 
periodical  spraying. 

Owing  to  the  high  cost,  enormous  danger  and  other 
disadvantages  connected  with  the  use  of  Hydrogen  Cyanide 
Gas,  the  Council  considered  it  was  unwise  to  use  this  method 
for  the  actual  stoving  of  houses,  and  as  a  result  of  this,  cases 
of  infestation  discovered  in  Council  Houses  are  now  disinfested 
with  “  Cymex  ”  Vapour  in  conjunction  with  the  Zaldecyde  Spray. 

It  has  been  found  a;s  a  result  of  this  that  although  complete 
eradication  of  bugs  is  not  guaranteed  after  the  first  stoving, 
excellent  results  are  obtained  by  periodical  spraying  with  the 
insecticide  afterwards,  and  only  in  the  most  badly  infested 
cases  has  it  been  found  necessary  to  stove  a  second  time.  The 
Council  houses  are  built  in  blocks  of  two  and  in  case  of 
infestation  of  one  house  of  a  block,  both  houses  are  stoved  to 
prevent  'infestation  of  the  other. 

The  Council  do  not  undertake  to  disinfest  private  houses. 
It  is  done  upon  the  request  and  payment  of  the  owner,  and  in 
these  cases  also  “  Cymex  ”  Vapour  and  Zaldecyde  Spray  are 
used.  Tenants  who  wish  to  stove  their  own  houses  are  granted 
Sulphur  candles  and  Zaldecyde  free  of  charge. 

Schools. 

There  are  nine  schools  in  the  district,  4  of  which  are  Council 
Schools  and  the  remaining  5  are  non-provided. 

Inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year  and  several 
unsatisfactory  conditions  were  found,  as  a  result  of  which 
representations  were  made  to  the  governing  authorities. 

Repairs  and  alterations  have  been  made  to  several  schools 
but  nothing  has  been  done  to  remedy  the  insanitary  conditions 
existing  at  the  Worsborough  Dale  Church  of  England  School. 

The  Water  Supply  in  all  cases  was  found  to  be  satisfactory 
and  sufficient. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year,  during  the  influenza  epidemip 
it  was  found  that  the  attendance  was  considerably  lowered  and 
as  a  result  of  the  action  of  the  Medical  Officer,  all  the  schools 
were  closed  for  2  weeks,  during  which  period  they  were  all 
thoroughly  disinfected  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary 
Department. 

No  other  outbreak  of  illness  has  been  recorded. 
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Housing. 


The  question  of  Housing  has  commanded  a  good  deal  of 
attention  during  the  last  twelve  months.  The  Council  found  it 
necessary  to  enlarge  considerably  on  their  original  programme 
and  excellent  progress  has  been  made  so  far  with  regard  to 
slum  'clearance. 


The  Council  made  a  Clearance  Area  of  a  further  eight 
houses  in  Blacker  Hill,  and  these  were  confirmed  by  the  Minister 
of  Health  along  with  six  other  Clearance  Areas  which  had 
been  previously  declared. 

Nos.  65,  67,  69  Chapel  Street,  Birdwell. 

Nos.  1  to  14  Coopers  Buildings,  Worsborough  Bridge. 

Nos.  1  to  6  Belling  Row’,  Worsborough  Bridge. 

Nos.  1  to  13  Marriott  Square,  Worsborough  Bridge. 

Nos.  43  to  51  West  Street,  Worsborough  Bridge. 

Nos.  1  to  11  Canal  View,  Worsborough  Dale. 

Nos.  1  to  8  Upper  Lewden,  Worsborough  Dale. 

Nos.  68,  69,  70  Wentworth  Road,  Blacker  Hill. 

Nos.  14  and  15  Back  Wentworth  Road,  Blacker  Hill. 

Nos.  7,  8,  9  Worsborough  Road,  Blacker  Hill. 

These  areas  comprise  a  total  of  66  houses  with  a  population 
of  210. 

Similarly  11  houses,  with  a  population  of  25  persons  have 
been  declared  as  individual  unfits  and  action  in  several  cases 
has  been  completed. 

Nos.  30  and  32  Edmunds  Main,  Worsborough  Dale. 

The  Cottage,  Haverlands  Lane,  Worsborough  Bridge. 

Nos.  16  and  17  Barwick  Yard,  Blacker  Hill. 

No.  12  Back  Wentworth  Road,  Blacker  Hill. 

No.  55  Sheffield  Road,  Birdwell. 

Nos.  1,  2,  3  Lindley  Court,  Worsborough  Dale. 

No.  1  The  Walk,  Birdwell. 
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Overcrowding. 


With  regard  to  the  overcrowding,  out  of  the  60  cases 
remaining  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  25  cases  have  been 
abated. 


Continual  and  periodical  visits  have  been  made  since  the 
end  of  1935  in  respect  to  overcrowding  and  reports  have  been 
amended  and  brought  up  to  date  as  far  as  possible,  but  the 
results  of  later  surveys  have  indicated  that  although  a  fair 
degree  of  accuracy  was  obtained  in  the  preliminary  survey, 
certain  errors  have  occurred  which  could  not  be  avoided  unless 
detailed  visits  were  made  over  the  whole  district  periodically, 
involving  a  system  which  could  not  be  put  into  operation 
without  seriously  interfering  with  the  other  routine  work  of  the 
Department. 


There  is  movement  of  population  constantly  in  progress  as 
illustrated  by  the  difference  in  numbers  of  sub-tenants  and 
lodger  families  as  disclosed  by  the  Preliminary  and  later  the 
detailed  Surveys,  but  in  a  district  like  Worsborough  thip 
movement  is  not  of  very  great  importance  since  the  population 
has  remained  almost  stationary  for  a  number  of  years. 


The  Council  have  decided  to  have  before  them  a  list  of 
those  houses  which  are  occupied  by  two  or  more  families  but 
not  overcrowded,  and  also  cases  of  overcrowding  based  on 
bedroom  accommodation  only. 


The  numbers  disclosed  by  this  report  show  a  want  of 
further  houses  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  district  and 
to  meet  this  demand  the  Council  are  building  38  houses  at 
Blacker  Hill,  18  Bungalows  for  aged  people  at  Birdwell  and  a 
scheme  is  in  contemplation  for  158  houses  at  Worsborough 
Bridge.  It  is  anticipated  that  these  will  go  a  long  way  towards 
remedying  the  overcrowded  houses  and  to  rehouse  the  tenants 
from  the  Slum  Clearance  Schemes  and  individual  unfit  Houses 
in  the  District. 


There  is  no  special  activity  in  building  by  Private 
Enterprise,  only  34  houses  being  built  during  the  last  two  years. 
.This  may  be  due  possibly  to  the  building  programmes  launched 
by  the  Council. 
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1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

1  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  .  157 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  157 

2  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  157 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  157 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  needing  further  action  .....  108 

(a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  forTmman  habitation.  32 

(b)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head  (3)  (a)  above  found 

not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation .  76 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without 
service  of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  .  .  .  .  .  13 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  16,  Housing  Act, 

1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  .  57 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  .  .  19 

(a)  By  Owners  .  .  19  (38  outstanding) 


(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  .  Nil 

B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  18 

(paving  of  yards) 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  .  .  12 

(a)  By  Owners  .  .  12  (6  outstanding) 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  .  Nil 
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C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  etc.,  made  in  respect  of 

dwelling  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  .  1? 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 


demolition  orders  were  made  .  .  13 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursu¬ 
ance  of  demolition  |Orders  .  .  .  .  1 


D. — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 


(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  .  . .•  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms,  the  Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  which  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  .  Nil 


Milk  Supply. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 


Summary  of  the  Registers 

Number  of  Milk  Producers  .  .  .  .  .  26 

Number  of  Milk  Retailers  . .  .  .  .  .  26 

Number  of  Milk  Retailers  (Not  Cowkeepejrs)  .  9 

Number  of  Wholesalers  .  7 


One  Producer  licensed  for  the  production  of  Certified 
Tuberculin  Tested  or  (Grade  A)  T.T.  Milk. 

One  Vendor  licensed  to  Retail  Pasteurised  Milk.  (Not  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  District). 

Six  Vendors  licensed  to  retail  Accredited  Milk. 

There  are  42  cowsheds'  in  the  district  and  a  total  of  366 
cows  are  kept. 

Alterations  and  repairs  have  been  carried  out  at  several 
of  the  farms  and  the  general  -standard  of  cleanliness  and 
structural  condition  is  good. 

Routine  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  have  been 
taken  by  the  Inspectors  of  the  County  Council  and  9  samples 
for  sediment  test  were  made.  One  of  these  proved  unsatisfactory 
and  a  warning  was  issued. 

The  Cows  have  been  examined  by  the  County  Council 
Veterinary  Officer. 
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Copy  of  Veterinary  Officer’s  Report. 


County  Hall,  Wakefield. 

9th  November,  1937. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

Worsborough  "Urban  District. 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  R.  S.  Smyth,  M.R.C.V.S.. 
D.V.S.M.  Assistant  Veterinary  Officer,  has  recently  made  an 
inspection  of  the  cows  on  the  registered  milk  producers 
premises  in  the  above  district,  accompanied  by  the  local 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Pilkington. 

Mr.  Smyth  visited  26  farms  and  examined  366  cows  (353 
were  in  milk  and  13  dry),  taking  four  samples  of  milk  and 
two  of  expectorate  for  bacteriological  examination. 

In  one  of  the  former  and  both  the  latter,  tubercle  bacilli 
were  demonstrated  iand  the  cows  responsible  were  ^slaughtered 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order.  , 

Mr.  Smyth  also  noted  five  cows  to  be  suffering  from  forms 
of  mastitis  or  ‘  garget  ’  but  with  the  excepion  of  the  cows 
already  mentioned,  the  remainder  of  the  cattle  were  healthy  and 
in  good  order. 

I  am  informed  that  the  general  cleanliness  both  of  the 
cattle  and  premises  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

(Signed)  D.  S.  Rabagliati, 

Chief  Veterinary  Officer. 


Meat  Inspection. 

There  is  no  Public  Abattior  in  the  District,  the  slaughtering 
being  done  in  11  private  slaughterhouses,,  9  of  which  are 
licensed  and  2  are  registered.  Frequent  inspections  have 
been  made  throughout  the  year  and  conditions  were  found  to 
be  satisfactory,  except  in  the  case  of  1  licensed  slaughterhouse. 
A  warning  was  issued  upon  instructions  from  the  Council  and 
further  action  is  under  consideration. 
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Many  of  the  butchers  also  hawk  their  rpeat  in  vans  and 
these  have  been  inspected  regularly.  Conditions  were  found 
satisfactory,  except  in  one  case,  and  a  warning  was  issued  ; 
as  a  result  of  which,,  no  further  action  was  fqund  necessary. 
There  are  also  14  meat  shops  in  the  district,  which  have  been 
examined  periodically,  and  conditions  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory  with  one  exception  when  repairs  were  carried  out 
under  notice  to  a  slaughterhouse  and  preparation  room. 

Weekly  inspection^  of  the  slaughterhouses  were  made 
during  the  year  and  the  total  number  of  carcases  examined  are 
as  follows  : — 

61  Bullocks. 

145  Heifers. 

336  Cows. 

443  Sheep. 

334  Pigs. 

10  Calves.  ! 

The  following  were  condemned  : — 

1  whole  carcase  of  heifer,  and  offal 

3  forequarters  of  beef. 

2  hindquarters  of  beef. 

1  hindquarter  of  pig. 

60  sets  lights. 

26  livers. 

10  kidneys. 

2  skirtings. 

3  heads. 

3  tongues. 

3  udders. 

1  heart. 

2  mesentery  fats. 

3  stomachs. 

In  the  case  of  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis,  the 
percentage  of  animals  inspected  and  found  to  be  affected  are 


as  follows  : — 

Cattle  (excluding  cows)  .  3.4 

Cows  .  .  .  .  .  3.2 

Pigs  . •  .  P5 


In  the  case  of  tuberculosis  the  percentage  were  higher, 
being  : — 


Cattle  (excluding  cows)  .  12.6 

Cows  22.6 

Pigs  4.1 
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During  the  year  two  cases  of  violation  of  the  Meat 
Regulations  and  the  slaughter  of  Animals  Act  were  discovered. 
In  the  first  case  it  was  found  that  sheep  had  been  slaughtered 
without  the  use  of  the  humane  killer,  jajnjd  as  a  result  of  the 
explanation  offered  by  the  owner,  a  warning  was  issued  by  the 
Council. 

In  the  second  case,  a  cow,  badly  affected  with  tuberculosis 
was  slaughtered  and  removed  without  due  notice  of  slaughter  or 
notice  being  given  of  the  diseased  condition  of  the  carcase. 
Proceedings  were  instituted  with  the  result  that  the  two  butchers 
concerned  were  fined  a  total  of  £60  and  costs. 
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Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1937. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  1937. 
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Notifiable  Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

Poliomyelitis 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Opthalmia 

Neonatornm 

Totals  ... 

